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ally the lava seems to have bubbled up in some great
seismic convulsion, and spread itself as a hard crust over
the limestone. Incidentally there are no signs of a vol-
cano. In the course of time the basalt has been eroded
except for those portions capping the hills, and has
broken up into boulders which have rolled down into the
valleys. These boulders, the black spilth of many thou-
sand years, have paved the valley floors in such a way
as to make them almost impassable for wheeled traffic.
Some of them are embedded in loam, and hardly show.
The first thing you know about one of them is that you
have broken the tailskid of your aeroplane against it.
In the middle of the basalt country there are three sharp-
looking hills in a line which have the appearance of
shark's teeth. Amongst the basalt boulders sparse
thorn and scrub find a precarious existence.
In the basalt country you hardly ever see a living souL
The Bedou seem to avoid it and only move through its
fringes. But sometime in the past it must have sup-
ported a settled or partially settled population. Most
of the hilltops, especially those towards the western end,
look as if they had been fortified. The remains of these
fortifications consist of low walls of basalt boulders,
which, while not very obvious from the ground, stand
out distinctly when viewed from the air. The patterns
they made reminded me of those books that people give
you to write your name in and then fold together so as
to blot the signature and its reversed image on the
opposite page, In essence the fortifications are com-
posed of a walled redoubt on the higher ground, with
radiating walls running down the slopes, something like
a sector of a spider's web. They seem on the whole to
have been built to defend this region from aggressions

